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Vocal and Silent Shevas

I ntroduction - The Two Types of Shevas

There are two forms of the sheva ():

1. The vocal sheva (¥ ;B'ilw)

The vocal sheva has a very brief sound, like the catch between the ‘b’ and ‘I’ in ‘blue.’
Although brief, vocal shevas are actual vowels, with the normal grammatical results.
E.g., abeged kefet letter following a voca sheva does not take a dagesh kal. A

vocal sheva also creates a separate syllable.

2. The silent sheva (MTALRE)

The silent sheva usualy smply closes a syllable, and has no sound. A silent sheva is not
treated as normal vowel. A beged kefet letter following a silent vowel doestake a
dagesh kal. A silent sheva does create a syllable.

I dentifying Sheva Types

The following patterns distinguish between the two types of sheva

A sheva under thefirst letter of a word isalways a vocal sheva.
ﬂ;? "M (Exodus 36:8)
DID?Z/‘ (Genesis 35:4)

Note: There isone exception. Thefirst shevain D’DW (two) and derived forms such

as DY (twelve, feminine) and Y (twelve in construct), is silent.

A shevaat theend of aword isalways silent.

7[2;’_1 (I Samuel 22:5)
nuéb (Ruth 2:19)
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A sheva under a letter which follows a conjunctive ) issilent.

Dplﬂbﬁ (Deuteronomy 6:9)
"\;'p (Numbers 23:3)

When there are two contiguous shevas, thefirst issilent and the second isvocal.

Eigi=iv (1 Kings 8:30)
'[ﬁWN (Genesis 12:18)

A sheva under a letter containing a dagesh isa vocal sheva.

DYDINILUNN  (Genesis 31:21)
i'?@-?j_ (Leviticus 9:24)

A sheva under thefirst of two identical lettersisvocal. It isneeded to allow the consonants
to be pronounced.

337 (Genesis 9:9)
,'ITLQ (Esther 6:1)

The exception is when the two consecutive shevas are at the end of aword. Inthis case,
both shevas are silent.

nana (The feminine second person singular perfect of 2.2

'[JJ’I (Genesis 37:35)

If aletter with a sheva isfollowed by a beged kefet letter without a dagesh, the sheva must
bevocal. Otherwise, the dagesh would have appeared.

1072 (Siddur)
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A sheva which follows a long vowel isvocal.

?['?ﬁp (Judges 18:25)
iN'?{;ﬂ (Isaiah 13:21)
Thelong vowels are: [AIGHNIE! DEDEDD (kamats gadol).

Note: Asindicated above, the conjunctive 3 is an important exception. A sheva under a

letter following a conjunctive Y issilent. And they are al over the place.

A sheva following a secondary accent on a long vowel ( either a metheg or thefirst trope
mark on a word with two trope marks) isvocal. Thisiscommon in third person perfect
verb conjugations.

ﬂ'?DN (Numbers 21:28)

NN (Genesis 38:21)

On the other hand, a sheva following a secondary accent on a short vowel is silent.

29t (Genesis 1:5)
njﬂf (Genesis 5:6)

The short vowels are: [ﬂﬂ](without’) T(katon) [ﬂﬂj

A sheva following a retracted accent isvocal.

PI305T (Isaiah 51:1)
ﬂNTLm'lD’D (Judges 21:3)

However, a sheva following any normally accented syllableis silent.
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’J_’\'?';: (Genesis 30:8)
ﬂ'?j'?ﬂ (Genesis 1:16)

The I ntermediate Sheva

To avoid having two consecutive shevas a the start of a word when a preposition is prefixed, the
vowel of the prefix is converted to a full vowel. Thus

o +3 > DoY3

In these cases, the remaining shevais silent. Note that in the example the = does not receive a
dagesh kal even though it follows a silent sheva.

When a conjunctiveﬁ_ is prefixed to word beginning with a sheva, the 1 is converted to 7 and the
remaing sheva is slent.

ECRS > A



